
Key symptoms of COVID-19? 
• fever (temp 100.4 F and above) 
• chills 
• uncontrolled new cough 
• shortness of breath 
• difficulty breathing 
• loss of taste or smell 

 
Assess other nonspecific signs 
and symptoms: 
muscle or body aches, sore throat,  
nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, headache, 
fatigue, congestion, runny nose 

YES 

POSITIVE 

NEGATIVE 

NOT TESTED or  

NO RESULTS 

POSITIVE 

NEGATIVE 

Isolate* x 10 days 

Isolate* x 10 days 

Presume positive 

Isolate* x 10 days 

Isolate* x 10 days 

Return to school once no symptoms x 24 hours 

Presume positive 

Isolate* x 10 days  

May return to school earlier if obtains note 

from HCP w/ specific confirmed  

alternate diagnosis 

Isolate x 10 days since test 

If symptoms develop, isolate* x 10 days from 

onset 

Quarantine x 10 days** 

Continue daily symptom monitoring  

additional 4 days (days 11-14), if  

symptoms develop isolate immediately 

Quarantine x 10 days** 

Continue daily symptom monitoring  

additional 4 days (days 11-14), if  

symptoms develop isolate immediately  

PCR or ANTIGEN*** TEST RESULT RECOMMENDATION 

* Isolate for at least 10 days since the onset of symptoms and until at least 24 hours have passed with no fever (without fever-reducing meds) and improvement in other symptoms  

** If school district policy permits exit from quarantine after a) 10 days: continue to monitor symptoms days 11-14 and if symptoms develop, isolate immediately and contact 

HCP; increase attentiveness to mitigating actions OR b) 7 days (with a documented negative test result taken no earlier than day 5): continue to monitor symptoms days 8-14 and if 

symptoms develop, isolate immediately and contact HCP; increase attentiveness to mitigating actions 

*** A negative antigen test in a person with symptoms consistent with COVID-19 or a close contact without symptoms should be followed up with a PCR test.   
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Guidance for COVID-19 Scenarios in Schools 

NO 

YES 

NO 

Fully  

vaccinated? 

NOT TESTED or  

NO RESULTS 

NOT TESTED or  

NO RESULTS 

NEGATIVE 

YES 

NO 

POSITIVE 

NO 

YES 

Test 3-5 days post exposure. No quarantine unless symptomatic. Wear a 

mask in indoor public settings x 14 days or until receiving a negative test 

result. They must isolate* if they test positive. 

Close contact: anyone within 6 feet for 15 minutes or more (cumulative over a 24 hour 

period), indoors or outdoors regardless of masks. For students (not teachers or others) in a 

classroom setting only, if both parties wore masks for entire duration of their contact, a close 

contact is a student within 3 feet for 15 minutes or more (cumulative over a 24 hour period). 

Close contact 

of COVID-19 

case? 

Close contact 

of COVID-19 

case? 


